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2 – G1.0.1 

• Construct maps of the local community 
that contain symbols, labels, and legends 
denoting human and natural 
characteristics of place.  

 



Lesson Plan 

• Read this book with the 
students to start teaching 
about maps.  

• After reading the book, 
have the students create a 
map of their own room or 
community.  

 

• http://www.uen.org/Lesson
plan/preview?LPid=5713 



Primary Source  
Atlas of Michigan  



Book 

• Explains and demonstrates 
key mapping concepts, 
discussing the use of 
symbols, legends, a 
compass, scale, landmarks, 
and gridlines, along with 
instructions for making a 
map of a bedroom 



Books  

• This Geography book 
helps young readers to 
understand map keys.  



Books 

• This book teaches 
children all about 
different kinds of maps, 
and how to read them.  



Starter Maps 

• Starting out with a fun and 
easy map. This can help 
students get use to the idea 
about how they work.  



Maps  

Michigan  Local Community  



Websites 

• http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers
/free-lesson-plans/understanding-
geography.cfm 
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Poem-Directions by Billy Collins 
 

You know the brick path in the back of the house, 
the one you see from the kitchen window, 
the one that bends around the far end of the garden 
where all the yellow primroses are? 
And you know how if you leave the path 
and walk into the woods you come 
to a heap of rocks, probably pushed 
down during the horrors of the Ice Age, 
and a grove of tall hemlocks, dark green now 
against the light-brown fallen leaves? 
And farther on, you know 
the small footbridge with the broken railing 
and if you go beyond the you arrive 
at the bottom of sheep's head hill? 
Well, if you start climbing, and you 
might have to grab on to a sapling 
when the going gets steep, 
you will eventually come to a long stone 
ridge with a border of pine trees 
which is a high as you can go 
and a good enough place to stop. 
 
The best time for this is late afternoon 
end the sun strobes through 
the columns of trees as you are hiking up, 
and when you find an agreeable rock 
to sit on, you will be able to see 
the light pouring down into the woods 
and breaking into the shapes and tones 
of things and you will hear nothing 
but a sprig of a birdsong or leafy 
falling of a cone or t through the trees, 
and if this is your day you might even 
spot a hare or feel the wing-beats of geese 
driving overhead toward some destination. 

 

But it is hard to speak of these things 
how the voices of light enter the body 
and begin to recite their stories 
how the earth holds us painfully against 
its breast made of humus and brambles 
how we will soon be gone regard 
the entities that continue to return 
greener than ever, spring water flowing 
through a meadow and the shadows of clouds 
passing over the hills and the ground 
where we stand in the tremble of thought 
taking the vast outside into ourselves. 

 
Still, let me know before you set out. 
Come knock on my door 
and I will walk with you as far as the garden 
with one hand on your shoulder. 
I will even watch after you and not turn back 
to the house until you disappear 
into the crowd of maple and ash, 
heading up toward the hill, 
percing the ground with your stick.  

 



Film Chip  
Natural Characteristics of Michigan  

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcBkJEOnJi0 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcBkJEOnJi0


Film Chip  
What are Natural and Human 

Characteristics  

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gvMwybLr8Tk 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gvMwybLr8Tk


Game 
Capitalism Lab 



Google Earth 

• https://www.google.com/earth/ 

 

 

https://www.google.com/earth/


Songs 

• http://songsforteaching.com/geography/howt
oreadamap/directionstonowhere.htm 
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Song  

• http://www.songsforteaching.com/socialstudi
es/geography/onthemap.php 

 

• This song also goes along with the book “Me 
on the Map” By Joan Sweeny  

http://www.songsforteaching.com/socialstudies/geography/onthemap.php
http://www.songsforteaching.com/socialstudies/geography/onthemap.php
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